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Regarding: Help save your peer group’s reputation during this Vietnamese New Year  
 
 
Dear ….. 
 
As someone who is at the forefront of business in Viet Nam and has influence in your local business 
community, we are contacting you to ask for your support over the upcoming Vietnamese New Year 
holiday. Our hope is that you will consider condemning the actions of giving or accepting the gift of 
rhino horn as a crude way of buying status and opportunities.   
 
The Vietnamese New Year holiday is an important time, not only personally but also professionally. 
A time when people are reflecting on future commercial and career success. While we acknowledge 
that there may be a reluctance to be seen as critical of individuals in your peer group, this action of 
condemnation may just be what saves their reputation and future prosperity.  
 

One of the most respected businessmen in the world, 
Warren Buffett, understands the critical importance of 
reputation on business success. His quotes about 
reputation, honesty and integrity are well known; we 
want to share just a few.  
 
Research has also consistently shown that a company’s 
value is linked to the reputation of its leader. One 
recent study quoted 60% of a company’s market value 
is linked to its reputation and 49% of the reputation of 

a company is linked to the reputation of the leader.    
 
Warren Buffett not only understands the link between 
reputation and company value, he also knows how 
hard it is to build a reputation and how easily it can be 
lost. All of this highlights that long-term opportunities 
are, in the main, dependent on being able to preserve 
reputation and integrity. When these are called into 
question it can limit professional prosperity and 
success; two of the top Vietnamese New Year wishes.  
 
 So, if there is someone in your peer group who you 

think may be tempted to give or accept rhino horn, as part of the Vietnamese New Year  
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celebrations, the best gift you can give them is to remind them that it could do the opposite and 
bring bad luck to everyone involved, instead of delivering the business fortune they desire.     
 
It is in these uncomfortable and difficult situations that authentic leaders step up and intervene. By 
condemning the practice of giving rhino horn these true leaders will not only help save the 
magnificent rhinoceros from extinction in the wild, but the will also help their peers to make the 
right choice. Your peers who give or accept rhino horn cannot also be seen as someone of integrity 
and honesty. Reminding them of this could help protect their reputations in the long-term. 
 
The current fashion of consuming rhino horn, be it for fun or status gain, is something that will be 
seen by more-and-more of Viet Nam’s current and future business leaders as a practice that should 
never have happened. So again, we ask for your help to change attitudes towards the consumption 
of rhino horn in Vietnamese business circles.  
 
Giving or accepting rhino horn this holiday doesn’t only bring bad luck to the rhino it could bring bad 
luck to all involved, leaving your business associates vulnerable. Is that your wish for them at this 
Vietnamese New Year?  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
Dr Lynn Johnson 
Founder  
Breaking The Brand Project 
  

 

 

 

 
 

Additional insights from Warren Buffett on honesty, integrity and the negative impacts of not being 
in control of your ego.    
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The exchange of rhino horn as a gift is no longer 

a private matter. The world is watching and knows 

that Viet Nam’s business elite is primarily responsible 

for the escalation in rhino poaching.

So, far from bestowing prosperity, the horn you so 

proudly give may well bring bad luck to all. Others 

in the global business community will hear of your 

disreputable actions that could leave you and your 

associates with a poisoned reputation.

Because you wanted to gain favours, a rhino lost its 

life, and a ranger may have died trying to protect it. 

This illegal chain of misery and death will ultimately 

reach you, the direct cause of all this suffering and 

bad luck. 

Think again; there are many legal and ethical ways 

to wish good luck this holiday season.

Giving rhino horn 
could bring  
bad luck to all.

THE GIFT O
F BAD LUCK
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